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THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Editor is not responsible for the ofimons of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor, — Is a man necessarily a faddist because he allows the 
boys under his care to go about without linen collars? Boys who stay 
here in the country go to church with white flannel shirts made with a 
turn-down collar, and a good silk tie. In their blue serge clothes they 
look as well, if not better than their contemporaries in Eton collars. 
Their throats grow strong, and they have not suggested discarding any 
other garment. Y ours faithfully, 

A Sailor. 


Dear Editor, — May 1 call the attention of any of your readers w’ho 
are interested in the teaching of geography to the Geographical Association, 
which was founded some years ago for the improvement of geographical 
teaching. The aim of the Association is firstly , to supply teachers with 
information as to the best methods of teaching geography, and secondly , 
to impress upon educational authorities the value of geography as an 
educational subject, when properly taught. The committee some years ago 
memorialized various boards of public examiners, and notes with pleasure 
the increasing tendency among examiners in geography to discourage mere 
learning by rote, and to set questions which call out the pupils’ intelligence 
and reasoning powers. I he events of the past few years, with the growth 
of public interest in what are called Imperial questions, encourage the 
committee to hope that public opinion will heartily support their efforts to 
raise geography in this country to the position it already holds in the 
educational systems of our chief continental rivals. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

2 5 , N °Q* f m Road > A. J. Herbertson (Hon. Sec,,) 

’ Assistant to the Reader in Geography in the 

xWl Ma ”K 1900 . University of Oxford 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss h k ances Blogg, Sec., 26, Victoria Street, S. W. 

'Jo whom all lion . Local Secs, are requested to send reforts of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also 30 copies 

°f a,, y prospectuses or other papers they may print. N.B. 

Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places : — 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Bristol. 

Cardiff. 

Cheltenham. 

Copenhagen. 

Croydon. — Names may be sent pro tem ., P. Rands, Esq., Brighty, 
Bensham Manor Road. 

Dublin. 

Esher. 

Guildford. — Names may be sent pro tem. to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 

Huddersfield. 

Manchester. 

Norwich. 

Nottingham. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Winchester. 

Windsor. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 

Birkenhead.— Natural History Club— It has been decided that, 
owing to the resignation of several members of the Natural History Club 
Committee, the usual summer expeditions w'ill not take place. It is 
intended to form a new' Committee before the autumn, when it is hoped 
the usual lectures for children will be resumed. 

EASTBOURNE. — On May 9th (by the kind permission of Mrs. Matheson) 
a lecture was given at Wargrave House by Miss Edith Barnett. The 
address was a most practical and useful one, and was listened to with 
deep attention by a fairly large audience. The subject was, “ Ihe 
Spending of Money.’ ’ 

HARROW.— A meeting was held (by the kindness of Miss Buchan Smith) 
at Northwood College, on May 14th, at which Miss Carta Sturge gave a 
lecture on “ The Place of Poetry in Education.” The meeting was largely 
attended, and the address raised some animated discussion among the 
audience, which testified to the keen appreciation with which it was 
received.— An address to mothers of the poorer classes (under the aegis 
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and handicraft classes. a paper was read by 

„^f^7«.”rhe h ' l l 0 B C,'.r Child Hygiene.” Deahng 
S^ h topics as Air, Breathing, Clothing, &c., as are suggested by the 
letters of the alphabet, Miss Kavenhill gave her audience a great deal of 
most interesting and valuable information from which even those to 
whom the subject of hygiene is most familiar could not help deriving 
benefit. An interesting discussion followed, and it was only to be 
regretted that more members were not present. 

Ipswich.- — On April 3rd, Mdlle. Duriaux gave a most interesting and 
instructive demonstration lesson on the teaching of french, Lady barren 
presiding. — On April 26th, Mr. P. H. Bagenal lectured on I bring as an 
Educationalist/’ What the lecturer wanted to do was to examine briefly 
the principles on which Thring’s life work was constructed, Englishmen 
of the upper class sent their children from home to be educated by 
strangers. In theory they were sent to a place better than home to be 
under men who trained better than fathers and mothers. A place better 
than home was a large demand, and the mere teaching did not satisfy the 
claim, for teaching might be had and the home kept. The difference 
between merely teaching and teaching and training was immeasurable. 

I he introduction of the training element at once made a different world, 
and this, if it was truly adapted to its purpose, demanded everything that 
the other did, with the addition of everything necessary to provide for the 
v^hole life of every boy in and out of doors, on the best training principles. 
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PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION. 


FOURTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

HELD AT 

St. Martin’s Town Hall, 

May 15 Ih, ibth, 17 th and 18///, 1900. 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 


TUESDAY, May 15 th, 10.30 a.m. 

DR. A. Schofield (Chairman), after making a few an- 
nouncements, said : Before asking Mrs. Steinthal to read 
her paper on “ The Old Grace and the New Intellect,” it is 
only necessary for me to address to you a few words of 
hearty welcome. We are very pleased to meet together again 
after another most eventful year, and are glad to feel that 
the Parents’ National Educational Union has not yet become 
fossilized, but is still a living, growing organization in every 
direction. There are, I believe, present to-day, friends from 
Moscow, and representatives from Branches of the Society 
in Copenhagen, Brussels, Adelaide and other places. That 
shows that we pursue not merely an English national duty, 
but an imperial work in carrying out what promises to be a 
great national organization. The attendance here to-day 
is not as large as at previous Conferences, but for that, as 
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